

BROME and OAKLEY ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  
Minutes of meeting which took place on Monday 24 March 2025
Present: Parish Councillors Doe, Pace, Parry and Stockham. County Councillor Jessica Fleming.                  18 members of the public attended.
The Clerk to the Parish Council opened the meeting and welcomed all those present.
It was voted and agreed that the meeting be chaired by the Councillor John Parry of Brome and Oakley Parish Council.  
1.              Apologies for absence – Parish Councillors Broughton, Keeley and Demangeat.
2. 
      Minutes of last Annual Parish Meeting - the minutes of the meeting which took place on Monday      
      25 March 2024 were approved. 
Reports:
3.
      Parish Council – A report provided by the Parish Council Chairman giving an overview of the work 
      of the Parish Council during the last year was read. 
4.              County Council –  Councillor Jessica Fleming provided a report detailing devolution, local
                 government reform and national infrastructure energy projects.  A copy of the report is attached to
                 the minutes and available from the Clerk.
5.              District Councillor – Councillor Tim Weller was not present. 
6.              Brome and Oakley Community Council –  Emma Matthews, Chairperson, reported that during the 
     last year many different profitable events had been held and membership was increasing. 

     Membership runs as per the calendar year and there is a committed committee.
     
 
     Brome and Oakley Village Hall Management Committee – John Parry gave a report on progress of 
     major tasks with the hall over the last year; the flat roof had been replaced by a specialist roofing  
                 contractor and solar panels were also to be placed on the roof. A team of dedicated volunteers 

     continue to provide free labour to the hall renovation project with 1900 hours being provided in the 
                 last year. A vote of thanks was given to all volunteers and particularly Tom Pace who had guided  
                 the work. 250 hall bookings had been made during the last year and community events such as  
                 lunches and social evenings continued to be popular.

     Brome and Oakley Welfare Trust – Jane Pearse, Treasurer, read a report on behalf of the Trust.  
                The Trust remained with a healthy financial position and had experienced a relatively low level of  
                 activity during the last year.   
                 A copy of the report is attached to the minutes and available from the Clerk.
Elizabeth, Lady Cornwallis Almshouse Trust – Jane Pearse, Secretary, gave a report on behalf of the Trust. Another year of stable, full occupancy with contributions being paid by residents for the maintenance of the properties. A question was asked about a garden being built at the front of the houses but this was not going to be progressed due to cost of project. A copy of the report is attached to the minutes and available from the Clerk.
Brome and Oakley Parochial Church Council - A report was provided by Ian Stockham detailing the poor state of repair and concern for Brome Church. More information was going to be provided to residents in the near future. A copy of the report is attached to the minutes and available from the Clerk.
Brome Pathfinder Project – a report had been provided and was read by the Clerk.  A copy of the report is attached to the minutes and available from the Clerk.
7. Open Forum
Members of the electorate expressed concern at the forthcoming EcoPower solar farm development application. In summary, members felt the application was inappropriate for the rural area, would result in a loss of agricultural land and harm to ecology and biodiversity. The Parish Council were already liaising with residents groups, other parishes and district and county council to consider the cumulative impact and to establish core objections and the best way to articulate those. 
8. Any other business -  none.
Meeting closed at 21.05.
Minutes approved on ……………………………………………………………….     2026
Signed                       ……………………………………………………………  Chairman
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