BROME and OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Tel: 07554 733621 Email: clerk@bromeandoakleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
January 2026 
PLEASE NOTE – THIS CORRESPONDENCE SUPERSEDES THE PARISH COUNCIL SUBMISSION OF 29 MAY 2025. 
To: EcoPower Suffolk 
via Email to contact@ecopowersuffolk.com
cc. Warren Hill Farms
via Email to warrenhillfarms@btconnect.com 
      Mr Mark Prior
via Email to xxxxxxxxxx@icloud.com
Response to Non-Statutory Consultation to deliver a Solar Farm and Battery Energy Storage System
Context
Brome and Oakley Parish Council has made two earlier responses to the Ecopower Suffolk non-statutory consultation.  The following response is made in the light of new proposals, including new land parcels, which were presented at the November 2025 Community Liaison Group meeting and subsequently added to the EcoPower web site.
The Parish Council’s previous comments in sections 1 through 5 of the 29th May response remain, and the following comments should be read as replacing section 6 of the 29th May response.
Specific concerns relating to Brome and Oakley Parish
There are seven parcels of land within Brome and Oakley Parish – see map below.  The black line shows the approximate location of the Parish boundary.
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The parcels are as follows :
· Land west of the A140, previously referred to as 1C;
· Land immediately to the east of the A140, previously referred to as 1D with new additions an modifications;
· Land previously referred to as 2A;
· Land previously referred to as 2C;
· A new parcel of land east of Brome Hall Drive designated for environmental mitigation;
· A new parcel of land located between 2A and 2C south of Pecks Farm; and
· A new parcel of land located to the north of the B1118.
The approximate area included in the land parcels in the current proposal (with originally proposed parcel areas in brackets) is;
	
	Current Proposal
	Original Proposal

	Parcel
	Total Area (hA)
	Paneled Area (hA)
	Total area (hA)

	1C
	10
	9
	10

	1D
	53.7
	50
	41

	2A
	48
	28
	48

	2C
	30
	19.4
	30

	East of Brome Hall Drive
	11
	-
	-

	South of Pecks Farm
	38
	29.8
	-

	North of B118
	27.3
	26
	-


Land parcels under consideration have increased from 129hA to 218hA, an increase of nearly 70%.  The area allocated for panels currently stands at around 162hA, which is approximately 75% of the area under consideration.
The PC is disappointed to see such an increase to land allocated to the development.  In the light of these wholesale increases, the PC expects requests for re-balancing paneled areas and environmental mitigation areas to be met with favourably by EcoPower.
The following comments address each of the seven land parcels in turn.
Parcel 1C
The new outline is broadly acceptable.  Regarding construction traffic and access, this can be accessed on its eastern boundary from the A140 via a track immediately off the Devil’s Handbasin slip road to Stuston/Diss.  This has to be highly unsuitable on road safety grounds.  Alternate access may be possible from Abbey Close, towards Thrandeston, but this is a single track road, passing close to a number of residents along it and entirely unsuitable for heavy traffic.  The PC requests detailed plans for:
· construction and maintenance traffic routes; and
· cable connection corridor from 1C to 1D, and 1C to 2A
Parcel 1D
The PC notes the inclusion of land for environmental mitigation and also notes the additional land on the southern and south eastern boundaries of the parcel.  The site is at present accessible five ways:  two directly off the A140, one from the north through Warren Hill Farm and two indirectly from the south from Rectory Road.  Both the Rectory Road access tracks are also public footpaths.  The Parish Council considers direct access off the A140 to be potentially dangerous due to weight of traffic, access point visibility and vehicles turning against oncoming traffic on an extremely busy road.  One of the A140 access points is also next to the Devil’s Handbasin junction, making it completely unsuitable.  The PC requests detailed plans for:
· construction and maintenance traffic routes; and
· cable connection corridor from 1D to 1C, and 1D to 2A
Parcel 2A
The PC notes the proposed modification to the outline of the paneled area, but re-states its request for the environmental mitigation to be increased adjacent to Brome Hall Drive and at Gooderham’s Plantation – see diagram below of the eastern end of 2A:
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Construction traffic and access – Given the essentially contiguous nature of 2A, parcel south of Pecks Farm and 2C, the PC requests that a single access is created eastwards from the B1077 Eye Road along Nick’s Lane.  This is a route used for farm traffic currently and would seem to offer the route of minimal disruption to local residents.
The PC requests detailed plans for:
· construction and maintenance traffic routes; and
· cable connection corridor from 2A to 1D, 2A to 2C and 2A to the parcel south of Pecks Farm.
Parcel 2C
The PC believes that this parcel should be removed from the plan entirely or used for environmental mitigation measure for reasons stated in the 29th May 2025 response.  The PC is particularly disappointed to see that the updated EcoPower proposal allocates environmental mitigation to an area of the parcel which fails to address the principal concerns of access to established grazing for various deer species and brown hare, established nesting sites for skylarks and other ground nesting birds, grazing sites for winter migratory birds, visual amenity for footpath and road users, and residents of Upper Oakley, many of which residences are Grade II listed.
In the event that panels are essential on this site, the paneled area should be amended as below.  ;
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The net result of the proposed modifications would be to move the north western edge of the paneled area to the south east, taking it down the slope to follow the 35m contour and making panels largely out of sight of footpath and road users, and Upper Oakley residents.  This would result in a reduction in paneled area of about 3hA – more than compensated by c. 30hA increase in paneled areas elsewhere in the Parish.
Construction traffic and access - Access to 2C will inevitably involve a considerable increase in heavy vehicles coming from the A140 direction through the most populated centre of Brome.  This traffic will need to travel along the narrow section of Rectory Rd, through the main part of Brome Village.  The distance between the B1077 turn-off for Brome and site 2C is approximately 2.5km. Apart from one section of the original B1077, most of this route is narrow and overgrown by hedges in sections. Residents street park on sections of it, children await the school bus along it and walkers and cyclists travelling through the village use it frequently. There are also a number of important listed buildings along this road. There is one section of around 300m of permissive footpath available to divert off-road and there are only two short (200m approximately) sections of pedestrian pavement in the most densely populated section. Otherwise pedestrians share the road with traffic.
Access from the B1118 is equally problematic, involving a tight, narrow turn off the B1118 into Oakley Hill past several residents in Lower and Upper Oakley and negotiating narrow, visibility-restricted bends. There are no pedestrian pavements along this route and no off-road permissive routes by which walkers can avoid the traffic.  The Parish Council considers heavy traffic using either of these routes to access site 2C would be potentially disruptive, dangerous and detrimental to the residents living along them. 
Once at the site, access can currently only be made via a farm track which passes directly past the single access drive of Long Beren, which has a right of way along the same track.  Heavy traffic flows onto this site would be detrimental to the quality of life of these residents.  
The PC requests detailed plans for:
· construction and maintenance traffic routes, with a clear preference for a route which avoids access via Brome Street and via the B118; and
· cable connection corridor from 1C to 2A, and 1C to 2B
Parcel of land east of Brome Hall Drive 
The PC notes the inclusion of a parcel of land allocated for environmental mitigation measures.
Parcel of land located between 2A and 2C, south of Pecks Farm
The PC notes the inclusion of this parcel of land and has similar concerns to those expressed in respect of 2C i.e. impact on wildlife and visual amenity for Upper Oakley residents.  The PC wishes to see a minor modification to the northern margin of the paneled area as below which would not affect the panel to mitigation ratio:
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The PC requests detailed plans for:
· construction and maintenance traffic routes, with a clear preference for a route which avoids access via Brome Street and via the B118; and
· cable connection corridor from this new parcel to 2C, 2A and 2B.
Parcel of land located north of the B1118
The PC notes the inclusion of a large parcel of land immediately to the north of the B1118.  This appears broadly acceptable, but the PC requests detailed plans for:
· construction and maintenance traffic routes; and
· cable connection corridors which are absent in the latest plan.
The PC also wishes to receive more detailed information in respect of the following:
Boundary fencing:
· location and size of fencing
· materials to be used
· wildlife considerations
Boundary hedges:
· location
· species to be used
Ancilliary buildings:
· location
· size and shape
· colour
· access arrangements
· light and sound emission
Construction compound:
· location
· access arrangements
· working hours
Summary
As stated earlier, the Parish Council is fundamentally opposed to the use of productive agricultural land for solar farms.  As presented, there is believed to be potential for significant harm to both the well-being of the community and to the natural environment.  
The Parish Council requests a detailed review with EcoPower Suffolk and local landowners in advance of the statutory consultation.  This review should be separate from, and in addition to, any discussion at the Community Liaison Group and will cover, in particular:
1. Construction and maintenance access routes; and
2. The specific locations of panels and environmental mitigation measures within each land parcel.
Yours sincerely,
SarahLFoote
Sarah Foote FSLCC
Clerk.  
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